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EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF JACOB HILTZ 

HEIMER, OF PHILADELPHIA, 1768-1798. 

(Continued from page 177.) 

1789. 

February 2.?Mr. Barge and I went to the burial of John 

Wister, who was buried in the Friend's Ground just back 

of his garden. He was 81 years old, came from near Hei 

delberg, Germany, sixty-two years ago, as he told me this 

day one week ago, at which time I spent above an hour 

with him. 

February 28.?Had to breakfast with me Doctor Chapman, 
Gerardus Wynkoop and son from Bucks county; Alex 

ander Lowry, Gen. Neville, and Joseph Carson. 

March 15.?On my way home from Church George Cly 
mer called me into his house where I met the following 

gentlemen sitting around the table with wine before them : 

James Wilson Esq., Gen. Phil. Dickinson, Dr. Jones, Col. 

Lambert Cadwalader. 

March 26.?About 8 o'clock this evening my daughter 

Kitty was married to Jacob Cox by Bishop William White, 
in the presence of Thomas Mifflin, President of the State, 

Richard Peters, Pearson Hunt, William Lawrence, Robert 

Crozier, and many other friends. 

March 31.?Messrs. John Wilcox, Samuel Hodgdon and 

Andrew Tybout, a committee from the citizens of the 

Middle Ward waited on me to know whether I would serve 

as an Alderman of the city. I thanked them kindly, but 

declined. 

April 7.?His excellency Thomas Mifflin and Col. Timothy 

Pickering breakfasted with me. 

April 20.?President Washington arrived from Wilming 
ton to-day. He dined at the City Tavern with a number of 

gentlemen of the city and the Troop of Light Horse. At 

night there was fire works at Market and Ninth streets. 
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April 21.?At 10 o'clock the President set out for New 

York with Col. Humphrey and Charles Thomson. Capt. 

Bingham with part of the Troop escorted him to Frank 

ford, where his Excellency thanked them and beg'd that 

they would turn back as it was raining. Capt. James 

Thompson with the County Troop proceeded no fur 

ther. 

May 22.?Lady Washington came to town on her way to 

New York. 

May 25.?Lady Washington and Mrs. Morris set out for 

New York to join their consorts. 

October 21.?In the evening a Miss Brailsford, of South 

Carolina, was brought into our house, she having been 

thrown from her carriage on Seventh street and very much 

hurt. Doctors Jones, Rush, Shippen, Wister and Dunlap 
attended her. 

October 22.?Miss Brailsford's mother and sister remained 

with her all night. To-day Dr. Jones ordered that she 

be carried to her lodgings, Hunter's on Market street, as 

there is no hope of her recovery. 
October 23.?Miss Brailsford died last night. I spent the 

evening at General Mifflin's with Col. Pickering and Vice 

President Ross. 

October 24.?Rain. This afternoon Miss Brailsford was 

buried in Christ Church burying-ground, Arch street. 

Attended the funeral with my three daughters and two sons. 

I walked with John Lawrence, my sons assisted in carrying 
the coffin. 

November 5.?With Richard Peters Esq. and several mem 

bers of the Assembly went to David Rittenhouse's and 

looked through his telescope at the sun; we observed a 

black spot on it. 

1790. 

February 21.?Dined with General Mifflin, his wife very 
ill. In the evening took a walk to the wharves, and on my 
return went into the Friend's Meeting-House on Market 

street. The house was very full, one Scott a New England 
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Friend preached. He was very much in earnest, so much 

so that he took off his coat and spoke in his jacket without 

sleeves. His discourse was very good. 
March 9.?My wife died at 9 o'clock this evening, aged 

49 years 9 months and 3 days. We have been married 

twenty-eight years last October. 

March 11.?At 5 o'clock this afternoon I was called to 

attend the funeral of my wife ; Thomas Mifflin took my 
arm and walked with me to the grave in Friend's yard S. E. 

corner Fourth and Arch streets. He likewise accompanied 
me home as did the Hon. Richard Peters. . . . 

August 1, Sunday.?The wife of Thomas Mifflin, President 

of this State, died after a six months illness, at 9 o'clock 

this morning. 

August 3.?-My daughter Molly and I went to the burial 

of Mrs. Mifflin this morning?from their house on Market 

street, to Friend's ground on Arch street. 

September 2.?Attended the Assembly; at 1 o'clock walked 

in procession from the State House to the Court House 

in High Street?the Corporation, the Convention, the 

Council, the Assembly and others, to hear the new Consti 

tution proclaimed. At 4 o'clock I dined at the City 

Tavern with a number of gentlemen and the President 

of the United States, who this day arrived from New 

York. 

September 20.?Attended the funeral of Dr. Gerardus 

Clarkson, from his house on Spruce street to St. Peters 

church yard. 
November 27.?The Honourable the President of the 

United States, Washington, arrived here from his seat in 

Virginia, and proceeded to the house of Robert Morris, 

on Market street, which has been provided by the City Cor 

poration. 
November 29.?The Hon. F. von Berkel arrived from 

New York. I gave him stable room for his five horses. 

December 3.?Visited the two rooms fitted up for Con 

gress to meet in next Monday, at S. E. corner Sixth and 

Chestnut streets, and think them unnecessarily fine. 
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1791. 

January 8.?The members of Congress and the Assembly 
attended a concert in the German Lutheran Church on 

Fourth street, where was also the President of the United 

States and his lady. 
June 25.?Attended the burial of Dr. Jones, from Mrs. 

Clark's on Market street to Friend's ground. The Gov 
ernor [Mifflin] called at my house and over persuaded me 

to go with him to Cape Henlopen. We embarked on Capt. 
Dorson's boat at Church's wharf,?the Governor, his two 

daughters, the widow Ritchie and a little girl named Maria. 

August 7.?Went to the burial of Amos Foulke. 

September 5.?Dined with the President of the United 

States at the Morris house on Market street. I cannot help 

remarking that President Washington is a very plain, very 
sociable man, and of course beloved by every person. 

September 19.?Dined at the Hon. Mr. Bingham's with a 

number of gentlemen. 
October 3.?Went with Miss E. Mifflin to Mrs. Keppele ; 

dined at Mr. Barge's with Miss Keppele and Zantzinger. 
October 25.?At 12 o'clock President Washington went 

to Congress and delivered his speech to them, yesterday 

being the first day of meeting of the Second Congress. 
December 31.?Had to breakfast with me General Lincoln, 

of Massachusetts. In the evening met the officers of the 

German Society at Mr. Kuhnly's school house in Watkins 

alley. 
1792. 

March 12.?The House adjourned after roll call to give 
members an opportunity to listen to the debate in Congress, 
concerning the contested election between Generals Wayne 
and Jackson from Georgia. 

March 31.?Finished with the turnpike bill from Phila 

delphia to Lancaster. Mr. John Sellers and H. Lloyd 
breakfasted with me. 

August 8.?Dined with Mr. Barge and the following 
gentlemen who are interested in the Lancaster turnpike : 
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General Hand, Adam Reigart, Andrew Graff, Abraham Wit 

mer and Thomas Boude. 

August 15.?After breakfast set out for the sea shore with 

Governor Mifflin, his two daughters and their maid. Dined 

at Bristol, and thence to Crosswix and put up at Douglass' 
Tavern. 

August 16.?Proceeded to Monmouth and there dined. 

Arrived at the sea shore, the Governor and family took 

lodgings at Shaffto's and I at Chantiers & Harbert. 

August 18.?Went in my chair to the Hon. William Bing 
ham's place to dinner, by invitation of his wife, who re 

ceived me very kindly and made much of me. Mr. 

Bingham was expected hourly from Philadelphia. 

August 19.?The Governor came to my lodgings and 

dined with me. After dinner we went to Greens, where 

Col. Febiger, Mr. Butler, and John Wharton board. 

Bathed twice in the ocean. 

August 20.?Breakfasted with the Governor and then set 

out for home. Dined at Monmouth, and met there Col. 

Febiger and family, Mrs. Butler, Mrs. Duncan and John 

Wharton. Nighted at Crosswix where we met Samuel 

Morris, Andrew Tybout, Joseph Donaldson and Peter 

Brown en route for Trenton. 

August 21.?Arrived home at 7.30 p.m. via Bordentown 

and Burlington. 

August 30.?Governor Mifflin and I went down to Glouces 

ter Point gunning. 

1793. 

January 8.?No frost in the ground ; saw a man plough 

ing his field. 

January 15.?At 1 o'clock the doors of the new play 
house at the northwest corner of Chestnut and Sixth streets 

were opened to admit the Governor and the Assembly to 

inspect the building. 

January 19.?Dined with the President of the United 

States at his house on Market street, with Speaker Gerardus 

Wynkoop and eighteen members of the House. I cannot 
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resist recording the President's familiarity and sociability to 

all present. 

April 24.?After dinner Mr. and Mrs. Barge with my 
three daughters went to Rickett's Circus ; General Wash 

ington and family were present. 

April 30.?Went down to my meadow to see what prog 
ress the workmen were making with the fence and gate, 
and while there, General Washington came to look at his 

mare on pasture. 

August 29.?The House of Representatives adjourned to 

Monday, on account of the disorder in the city [Yellow 

Fever]. 

September 5.?At 2 o'clock the House adjourned, as the 

members declined to remain in the city. 

September 12.?My daughter Betsy was taken ill last night. 
Sent for Dr. Rush, who pronounced it fever, and ordered 

that eight ounces of blood be taken from her. 

September 17.?My daughter came down stairs for the first 

time. Very few people walk the streets, and if it is known 
to your friends that any of your family are sick they avoid 

you. 

October 14.?Rode out to Germantown, which is filled 
with Philadelphians who were anxious to hear the news 

from the city, but kept their distance when they found we 

were from there. Burials average 100 daily. 
November 9.?Many citizens are returning to their homes 

from the country. 

1794. 

September 30.?That great and good man General Wash 

ington, President of the United States, set out from his 

house on Market street, with Secretary Hamilton on his 
left and his private secretary on his right, to head the 

militia who march to quell the Western Insurrection. 
November 28.?Attended the burial of Mrs. Clarkson, 

wife of the mayor of this city. 
December 26.?While visiting Mr. Barge this evening the 

cry of fire was raised, and found it was in the rear part of the 

Vol. xvi.?27 
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Lutheran church at the corner of Fourth and Cherry streets. 

The tower was consumed, and the church it was supposed 

saved, but soon afterward fire was discovered under the 

roof and the whole beautiful building burned to the 

ground. 
December 29.?At four o'clock this afternoon my daughter 

Elizabeth died. She was born September 1,1773, in the 

house in which all my children were born, and was a dutiful 

child. 

December 31.?My daughter Elizabeth was buried at three 

o'clock this afternoon in the Friend's ground at Fourth and 

Arch streets. 

1795. 

February 12.?Mr. John Penn, formerly Governor when 

this State was a Province of Great Britain, was buried from 

his house on Pine street, in Christ Church yard. 
March 9.?At four o'clock with Speaker Latimer and 

twenty two members of the Assembly, I dined with Presi 

dent Washington. 

July 1.?Paid John Dunlap and Richard Wells five dol 

lars towards the trees planted this spring on both sides of 

Market street to the Schuylkill. This was done by sub 

scription. 

July 15.?President Washington about 8 o'clock set out 

for his seat in Virginia?himself in a phaeton drawn by two 

horses, a part of his family in a coach and four, and two 

servants on horseback leading his saddle horse. 

September 11.?Began to read Brissot de Warville's Trav 

els, August 31, and finished to-day. He remained such a 

short time in this country, that I do not wonder he gives 
inaccurate accounts of matters and things. 

October 28.?Paid to-day for oakwood 12/6 per cord ! In 

the evening attended Rickett's Circus. 

November 24.?At 10 o'clock set out in my chair for Lan 

caster, in company with Israel Whelen, John Perot, John 

Hall, A. Witmer, William Sansom, and James Fisher. 

Dined at Snyder's Tavern and nighted at Hunt Downing's. 
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November 25.?After breakfast Richard Downing and Mr. 

Paulding joined us and we proceeded to Humphrey's 

Tavern, and thence to Reynolds, where we dined. We 

then went on to A. Witmer's, at his bridge, and reached 

Slough's in Lancaster?in all 64 miles. We found the turn 

pike road very good. 
November 27.?At 11 o'clock Mr. Whelen with General 

Henry Miller in his carriage and I in my chair, started on 

our homeward ride. At Downing's we met the Hon. James 

Ross and wife, from Pittsburgh. 
November 28.?Mr. Thomas, member of Congress, over 

took us. We dined at the widow Miller's, and arrived home 

at sundown. 

December 5.?At three o'clock Mr. Barge, the Governor 

and myself went to Dunwoody's Tavern, the Spread Eagle 
on Market street and there dined on venison. The follow 

ing gentlemen were present : Jacob Barge, born 1721 ; 
William Jones, 1723; Edward Shippen, 1728; Frederick 

Kuhl, 1728; Michael Hillegas, 1729; Jacob HiUzheimer, 
1729 ; James Biddle, 1731 ; Matthew Clarkson, 1733 ; Josiah 

Hewes, 1733; Moses Cox, 1734; Daniel Brodhead, 1736 ; 
Andrew Tybout, 1736; Rey. Keen, 1739; Alexander Wil 

cox, 1742 and Thomas Mifflin, 1742. After dinner was 

over, we agreed to meet at the same place every three 

months?the first Saturdays in March, June, September and 

December. 

December 8.?The House adjourned at noon and proceeded 
to Congress Hall, where President Washington delivered 

his address to the Senate and House. 

December 11.?At 12 o'clock Mr. Barge called for me and 

we went to the house adjoining the Free Quaker Meeting 
on Arch street, and there drank punch with Samuel Miles 

Jr. who was married to Caleb Foulke's daughter on 8th 

inst. 

1796. 

February 6.?This afternoon General Wayne came to 

town from the Indian country, where he has been above 

three years. The three troops of light horse met him four 
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miles from the city. On crossing the bridge over Schuyl 
kill a salute of fifteen guns was fired from Centre Square. 
The crowd was very great notwithstanding the muddy 
roads and streets. 

February 22.?The Speakers of the House and Senate 

with the members of the Assembly called on President 

Washington to congratulate him on his birthday anniver 

sary. He stood in the centre of the back room, where he 

bowed to each member as they passed into the front room 

to partake of cake and wine. At night the ladies and gen 
tlemen had a dance at Rickett's Circus, S. W. corner Sixth 

and Chestnut streets. 

March 26.?Dined at Dunwoody's with Governor Mifflin, 

Benjamin Chew, Judge McKean, Edward Shippen, Richard 

Peters, General Wayne, Daniel Brodhead, Edward Duffield, 

Mayor Clarkson, Charles Jarvis, Capt. Anthony, William 

Jones, R. Keen, Tench Francis, Andrew Tybout, Judge 
Biddle and Joseph Donaldson. 

June 4.?Coming home from a ride in my chair, met 

President Washington and his lady in a coach and four with 

two postilions and only one servant on horseback. In the 

old countries a man of his rank and dignity would not be 

met from his house without a retinue of twenty or thirty 

persons. 

June 27.?To-day the great David Rittenhouse was buried 

under a small building just back of his house at the corner 

of Seventh and Arch streets. 

September 9.?I read the address of President Washing 
ton declining to accept of the office of President of the 

United States for another term. The words of advice and 

caution he gives to the people I hope will be remembered 

by every good citizen to the end of time ! 
December 17.?At 12 o'clock the Legislature attended the 

Presbyterian Church on Market street, where Dr. Rush, a 

member of the Philosophical Society, pronounced an eu 

logium in memory of their late President David Ritten 

house. President Washington and his lady and members 

of Congress were also present. 
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1797. 

January 20.?At three o'clock dined at Robert Wain's with 

sixteen gentlemen, at his house on Second street. He is a 

young man of uncommon understanding, a good speaker 
and can answer any one opposed to him with temper and 

good reasoning. He has an elegant house, richly furnished, 
with a large lot and garden in the rear. 

February 18.?At four o'clock with other members of the 

Assembly, I dined with President Washington, who will re 

tire from office on March 4th. Our Speaker, George Latimer, 
sat between the President and his lady and I on his left. 

February 22.?The House adjourned at noon and the mem 

bers waited on President Washington to pay their respects, 
it being his birthday. A salute was fired by the artillerists. 

March 4.?John Adams was proclaimed President of the 

United States, and a salute fired on the lot northwest corner 

Sixth and Walnut streets. 

March 6.?General Washington set out with his family 
for his seat in Virginia. 

May 10.?Drove down to the old fort, in Southwark, to see 

the frigate United States launched. About 20000 persons 
were present on the river and its bank. 

June 20.?Mr. Barge and I drove out to the Middle Ferry, 
to see the mast ninety feet long, Witmer brought down on 

his wagon with three pair of wheels and nine horses, from 

Wright's Ferry on the Susquehanna. We were told it weighs 
nine tons. It was unloaded into the Schuylkill and is to be 

towed around to the city. Tench Francis told us it cost about 

$200, and that it is intended for the Algerine government. 
November 10.?John Adams, President of the United 

States, arrived at his house on Market street about 2 o'clock 

to-day, escorted by our three companies of light horse. 

December 20.?After the House adjourned several of us 

went with Speaker Latimer, to the house of George Bick 

ham on Market street to drink punch. His daughter was 

married to Washington Finney. 
December 22.?The river is frozen over and people walk 

ing on the ice. 
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December 28.?I went to the coachmaker's shop on Fifth 
street near Market and paid twenty five cents to see a large 

Lion. 
1798. 

April 13.?Subscribed for two shares of stock of Bridge 
over the Schuylkill, at Market street, at ten dollars each. 

August 20.?At 4 o'clock set out with my daughter 
Hannah towards Trenton. Breakfasted at the Cross Keys 
Tavern in Bristol and there met Mr. Ingersoll, of the city. 

We had some conversation about the present sickness 

[Yellow Fever] in the course of which he said, that the 

Legislature ought and he hoped would appropriate a sum 

of money to complete the canal from Norriton near the 

Schuylkill to the neighborhood of Philadelphia, to bring 
the water into the city for the great benefit of its health 

and in cases of fire. At 12 o'clock I reached Trenton, and 

dined with my friend Abraham Hunt. My weight to-day 
is 162 lbs. 

August 22.?Left Trenton at 4.30 and rode to Matthew 

Clarkson's at the eleven mile stone, where I breakfasted 

and dined. Reached home before dark. 

August 23.?Breakfasted with Mr. Barge, after which we 

took a ride, calling at Peter Kuhn's new house, building on 

Turner's Lane and afterwards at F. A. Muhlenberg's. 
September 2.?Set out for Trenton ; breakfasted and dined 

at Satterthwait's at the mouth of Pennypack ; found my 

daughter Hannah well. 

September 4.?After breakfasting at Gordon's, I set out for 

Philadelphia. Called at Matthew Clarkson's and afterwards 

at Satterthwait's, where I dined on fish just taken out of 

the Delaware. At the eight mile stone Mrs. Oellers begged 
me to take her housekeeper and little daughter to the city 
with me, which I did. Deaths to-day 66. 

September 5, Wed.?[Here the diary ends. On this date 

Mr. Hiltzheimer was taken down with the Yellow Fever, 
and died September 14. His remains were interred in the 

cemetery of the German Reformed Church, now part of 

Franklin Square.?Ed.] 
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